
 
The Greater Fifth Grader

From the desk of Mrs. Dutson
Hello Families!
 Happy March!  Grade 5 has been hard at work in 
preparation for our upcoming Stanford 10 assessment.  AS 
you know, we are calling this the ÒCelebration of Learning 
TestÓ as it is a chance to show how very brilliant we are.  
Our learning experiences are carefully designed so that 
students will know content, strategies, and feel prepared 
and confident.  In order to best prepare, scholars can be 
working with these strategies at home.  In addition to using 
the multiple choice guide from last week, please also make 
an extra effort to review math facts with your scholars at 
home.  These will help them to feel confident on the test 
and allow for quick computation.  Thank you for your 
partnership in promoting both seriousness and excitement 
around this important test.
  In readers workshop this week, we explored the 
text Ruby Bridges and held a scholar debate on the decision 
RubyÕs parents made to allow her to be among the fist 
students to integrate into an all white school.  We discussed 
many different perspectives and concerns that they had to 
consider in making this difficult decision.  Scholars were 
intellectual, thoughtful, and engaged in discussion.
 In math, we have continued to build on decimal 
knowledge.  This week we reviewed adding, subtracting, 
multiplying, and dividing decimals.  Have your students 
practice this bank interest rates or at the grocery store!
 In social studies, we are working very hard on 
studying the branches of government.  We made a mobile to 
represent each branch and symbolize the balance of power.  
We also enjoyed watching some School House Rock 
episodes about bills and laws and the branches of 
government. This was a lot of fun!
 We had a great trip to the Museum of Science today, 
where we applied lots of standards we have been working 
on this year!
Have a Safe and Happy Weekend! 
Mrs. Dutson ! aweller@missiongrammar.org

Save the Date! 
Saturday Tutoring- 10am-12

3/17 No School- evacuation day
3/22-3/26 Stanford 10 Testing Week!

Math Practice Test to take online!!!!!!
Click on this link to take a math practice test and build confidence!  Use the guide above!
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/resources/online/2003/grade5/math.htm

Doing Your Best on
Multiple Choice Questions

1. Read the question and all answers carefully.
It is important to pay attention to the speciÞc words in the 
question and the details in each possible answer
2. Select the answer carefully.
Read all the options carefully even if  one initially seems 
correct. Cross out the ones you are sure are incorrect. Then 
focus on the ones that are left to make your choice.
3. Use what you do know in the answers.
Even if  you donÕt know very much about the question, focus 
on what you do know about a topic to make a reasonable 
choice.
4. Do not always choose your first answer.
Even if  you donÕt know very much about the questions, focus 
on what you do know about a topic to make a reasonable 
choice.
5. Do not always choose your first answer.
Often the authors of  the test include frequently made wrong 
answers. Always check your response.
6. Make good use of  your pencil and highlighter.
Cross out answers you know are wrong so you have fewer to 
thin about. Circle or highlight important information.
7. Be careful of  answers containing words like 
“always’ or “never.”
It is simply better than the other answers.
8. When asked to respond to the main idea, read the 
passage and determine the main idea for yourself.
Then see if  any of  the answers Þt. Often, all the answers 
contain ideas from the passage.
9. When you don’t feel comfortable with any of  the 
responses, make a guess.
YouÕll have some chance of  getting a correct response if  you 
have one answer instead of  none.
10. Spend a limited amount of  time on each problem 
or question and go back if  you have time.

Brrrrr…here comes some good news!
Week of March 1-5, 2010
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